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Auglaize County Household Hazardous Waste Day

May 7, 2011
   As spring is here, that annual project of cleaning out the basement or garage has again arrived.  One of the thoughts of that spring cleaning is what will I do with these old paints and other chemicals.  As a good steward of our environment, you do not want to put them into the trash and cause problems with groundwater at a landfill in the future.  The environmental option is again here.  You can take those items to the Auglaize County Hazardous Waste Day at the Auglaize County Recycling Process Center at 15502 St Marys River Road, north of St Marys.  This collection will be on Saturday, May 7, 2011 from 9 am to 1 pm.  When you drop the items off at this collection, a company that specializes in the disposal of  hazardous materials will properly handle them and not cause an environmental problem.  This collection is sponsored and funded by the Auglaize County Solid Waste District in cooperation with the Auglaize County Commissioners office.
   At the Waste Day Collection, you can bring in old paint and paint related products, any old household chemicals, cleaning solutions, or outdated garden supplies.  We will also be accepting old appliances, which will be free except those that operate on freon.  There will be a charge of $15.00 for each of these appliances for the freon removal.  Paint will be charged a fee of $1.00 per gallon container and $0.50 for each can of smaller size.  Car tires and light truck tires can also be dropped off free of charge except those that are still on the rims, and a charge of $2.00 per tire will be charged for these tires.

   Paint that is hard in the container can be safely placed in the trash for disposal and does not need to be disposed of at this collection.  You can also save some storage space and money by combining partial cans of paint and bringing in only the full cans of paint.  We do not care what color the combined cans turn out to be.  The only rule to this is that the latex and the oil base paints are not combined.  They must be kept in separate containers.
Another option for disposal is to check at your local hardware, paint supply store or the building supply center for a product that will setup and harden latex paint.  It comes in a packet and can be poured into a full gallon of latex paint and in a few hours, the paint will become hard and can be placed into the trash without any harm to the environment.  The empty cans then can be dried and the cans placed in your regular trash.
   For the home mechanic that changes your own engine oil, that oil can be recycled all year long at the Recycling Center in Wapakoneta on any Saturday from 9 to 12, and on the first Saturday of each month at the Cridersville center from 9 to 11.  Oil can also be recycled during the week at the Water Distribution Building on Wayne Street in St. Marys from 8 to 3:30.

   Saturday, May 7 is the only day of the year to get rid of those household hazardous waste items.  This collection is sponsored by the Auglaize County Solid Waste District.  If you have any questions about this collection, you can call the District office at 419 394-1270 and we will help to answer them.
