
What is Storm Ready? 
 
Storm Ready is a program that the National Weather Service (NWS) started in order to 
work with individual counties and communities across the country.  StormReady counties 
and communities have plans in place to be ready for all severe weather as it approaches, 
what to expect, and how to react.  StormReady supports community education by giving 
safety talks at nursing homes, schools, etc., and passing out literature to people at events 
such as the fair and other public functions. 
 
To be StormReady, Auglaize County must have in place: 
 

• A 24 hour Warning Point located at the Auglaize County Law Enforcement 
Center, which must have multiple ways of receiving NWS Severe Weather 
Warnings including LEADS, cable TV, Weather Alert Radio, and the internet.  
The Warning Point has the capability of paging all Fire and EMS in the county, as 
well as activating tornado sirens in the county cities and villages.   

 
• NWS must conduct Spotter training annually in Auglaize County.  The EMA 

must go down to the Wilmington NWS annually.  Dispatchers of the Law 
Enforcement Center, as well as St. Marys and Wapakoneta, attend Weather 
Spotter training yearly. 

 
• The following public buildings must have Weather Alert radios, as well as plans 

in place dealing with severe storms:  JTDMH, nursing homes, Courthouses, 
public and private schools, Title Dept, Fairgrounds, Dept. of Job and Family 
Services, Soil and Water Dept., and daycare centers.  County schools have the 
capability with Enformer radios to receive warnings from the EMA office. 

 
• Must have a written plan to activate the Storm Spotters in the county;  
 Page on 147.330 simplex.   

 
• Must have a way to receive Emergency Management Weather Information 

Network (EMWIN) which is in the Storm Alert package. 
 

• Participate annually in a county wide drill (the state wide tornado drill). 
 

• Must have tornado sirens in every city and village. 
 

• Have a written plan for tornado sirens, when to activate, etc. 
 

• Must have Emergency Alert capabilities in the county. 
 
The Auglaize County Storm Center is located in the basement of the Auglaize County 
Council on Aging, 610 Indiana Ave, St. Marys, and is manned by ARES volunteers.  

 


