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2016 ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS 
 The quantity of 2016’s roadway improvements were greatly enhanced due to the 
$760,000 Ohio Public Works Grant helping fund the hotmix resurfacing program along 
with the savings realized from the mild winter of 2015/16.  This grant allowed funds to be 
shifted to much needed maintenance needs such as chip/seal, dura-patching, crack 
sealing and roadway drainage improvements.  However, because of the construction 
inflation seen over the past decade the $1,014,244 paving program was only able to 
resurface just 15.6 miles of county roads with hotmix.  This may appear to be a very 
adequate number but this department is responsible for 350 miles, The 15.6 miles paved 
this year equates to a 22 year cycle (350/15.6) and that which is far from the 12-15 year 
paving rotation necessary to maintain the integrity of a roadway.  Without grant dollars, 
I am anticipating the 2017 paving program to be just a handful of miles.  Without 
increased funding to overcome recent construction inflation, the condition of Auglaize 
County’s roadways will continue to deteriorate even with an aggressive maintenance 
program.     

2016 RESURFACING PROGRAM 
Road Name  Length       Location       Tons/Hotmix    Cost 
Buckland Holden 3.23 SR# 196 to SR#117  2,590  $ 202,088 
Quellhorst  0.20 Aqueduct to SR# 66     174  $   13,615 
CR#66A  1.0 Southland to Clover Four    822  $   63,689 
Minster Ft. Recovery 3.54 Minster to Mercer Line 2,761  $ 216,759 
Infirmary  0.8 Wapak Cridersville to 25A    641  $   51,744 
Glynwood Road 2.07 Buckland River to Main St. 1,738  $ 137,918 
Glynwood Road 1.0 Moulton Ft. Amanda West     818  $   63,719 
Moulton Ft. Amanda 1.5 CR#33A to Glynwood  1,478  $ 124,706 
Glynwood Knoxville 2.25 Glynwood to Rapp  1,787  $ 140,006 
   15.6 Miles    12,809 Tons $1,014,244 
CHIP AND SEAL PROGRAM:  County Crews applied a total of 160,464 gallons of 
liquid asphalt emulsion and 4,371 tons of cover aggregate on 45.1 miles of county 
roadways.  24.1 miles were full sealed and 20.4 miles were then strip sealed where only 
the pavement edge was treated.  The chip seal application was then followed up by 23,650 
gallons of black fog seal which enhances the sealing of the cracks, eliminates any loose 
stone and dust.  Total program material cost was $314,458 with a mile of full seal 
impacting the budget by $10,050.  One mile of resurfacing with hotmix is over $63,000.   

ROADWAY DRAINAGE: During 2016, 48 
roadway crossings were made by county crews 
along with numerous parallel storm sewer 
replacements using a total of 760 feet of 
reinforced concrete pipe and 5,995 feet of 
plastic pipe replacing century old storm 
sewers.  55 catch basin receivers were also 
installed to allow the stormwater to enter the 
subsurface sewers.  Prior to the resurfacing of 
Minster Ft. Recovery Road, a total of 13 road 
crossings (left photo)  were completed using 
600’ of new storm sewer along with the 
installation of 15 new catch basins.  

PAVEMENT REPAIR: As the miles of 
roadway resurfacing declines, locations for 
pavement repair are on the increase.  
23,650# of crack sealant was applied at 
various locations throughout the county.   
This material is heated to 300° and then 
squeegeed into the cracks.  Another type of 
pavement repair heavily utilized was the 
application of a combination of liquid 
asphalt and aggregate with a machine called 
a “dura-patcher” (right photo).  A total of 
11,700 gallons of liquid asphalt and 292 tons 
of aggregate were applied in making repairs. 

 
ASH TREE REMOVAL:  With the 
cooperation of adjacent landowners this 
department has aggressively removed 
dead ash trees that are within or near the 
road right-of-ways when there is a window 
between road projects and snow/ice 
control.  350 miles of roadways equates to 
700 lineal miles of right-of-way with the 
possibility of dead ash existing.  Hundreds 
of trees have been removed and I’m sure  
more will need addressed. 

          At several locations throughout 
the county where heavy truck traffic is 
prevalent, near intersections “slides” 
occur when the top layer of pavement 
releases and moves.  The repairs are not 
simple and are expensive to make.  First 
step is to mill off the first layer plus part 
way into the second layer of asphalt 
(above photo).  Second step is to place a 
woven fabric in the milled area, “tack” 
the fabric down with a liquid asphalt 
(below photo) and then fill the trench 
with a special asphalt mix for heavy 
loadings.  Four intersection repairs on 
Glynwood and Buckland Holden roads 
cost over $ 28,500. 

         When a petitioned tile line passes 
through a county maintained roadway, 
this department completes the road 
crossing with catch basins as a part of 
the “County’s” contribution to the 
project.  Shown below is a 24” diameter 
tile where the Doenges #2 Ditch crosses 
the Southland Road south of St. Marys.            

 County Crews placed 3,026 tons 
of berm stone (below photo) following  
this year’s hotmix program.  
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DRAINAGE PETITIONS 
DITCH MAINTENANCE IMPROVEMENTS 

 Along with the many road and bridge improvements 
surveyed and designed by the engineering department, multiple 
drainage petitions were completed by our staff.  During a ditch 
petition process the staff completes the following: preparing the 
petition; verifying the watershed and landowners; set up hearing 
dates with the commissioners; surveying; design; drafting plans; 
determining project estimates; preparing assessments to all those 
in the watershed; run the public hearings; prepare bid forms 
and notify contractors; prepare contract documents; inspect the 
construction and certify contractor payments.   

 The Adams Ditch (above), located 4 miles NE of 
Wapakoneta was completed in 2016 at a cost of $199,600.  The 
4,000’ of newly constructed open ditch abandoned a century old 
tile and drained a 1416 acre watershed.  The contractor for this 
project was Liebrecht Excavating from Delphos.  

 Six miles east of Wapakoneta, the Meier Ditch (above) 
was constructed for $59,873 and consisted of 650’ of open 
channel and the installation of 4,265’ of subsurface tile ranging 
in diameters from  15” down to 4” and a road crossing.  Crooks 
Excavating of Forest, Ohio was the contractor. 

   E.B. Land Improvement of Middle Point completed the 
Doenges #2 project just south of Grand Lake St. Marys which 
was the largest and most expensive petition completed during 
2016.  The $257,000 project included the construction of 500’ of 
open channel and the installation of 19,550’ (3.7 miles) of 
subsurface tile ranging in diameter from 30” down to 4”.  The 
new polyethylene piping (above photo) tile replaced an existing 
deteriorated clay tile installed in 1910.      

      In conjunction with the Culliton tile petition through the 
Auglaize SWCD, county crews installed a county manufactured 
low profile 3-sided box through Moulton Ft. Amanda where the 
roadway had experienced numerous closures from flooding.  Due 
to the low profile, a concrete floor was cast to enhance flow 
characteristics and provide easier maintenance.  This is the 80th 
location these boxes have been installed  since the county began 
casting this particular structure in 1997.  The width and depth of 
the opening can be varied to accommodate the needed capacity 
and fit the height requirements to match the surrounding 
terrain.   

     The $ 38,795 Doorley #2 Ditch, located 4 miles west of 
Wapakoneta was partially completed in 2016 with the 
installation of 2,420’ of 12” and 4” subsurface tile (above photo).  
360’ of surface drain was also constructed with another 2,190’ of 
grassed waterway yet to be built in 2017.  The tile and waterway 
drains a 67 acre watershed.  Gene Topp Drainage Service of New 
Bremen is the contractor for this improvement.  

EMPLOYEE ACHIEVEMENTS 
      Annually several counties come together in late fall for a 
snow plow rodeo, equipment competition and OSHA training.  
Clint Moon placed 1st in the individual plowing competition and 
the team of Nick Piehl, Jeremy Rostorfer, Jesse Hein and Jamey 
Turner won the 1st Place Team event.  (photo below). 

Bottom Row (L to R): Jamie Turner and Jesse Hein 
Top Row (L to R); Jeremy Rostorfer; Nick Piehl; Clint Moon 
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